[Primary and secondary motor responses to the presentation of an unexpected stimulus (a startle stimulus) in freely moving cats].
Mechano- and electromyographical motor responses evoked by unexpected acoustic and somesthetic stimuli were studied in freely-moving cats. The responses were presented by different combination of three types of reflex activity-startle reflex (SR, primary responses), orienting reflex (OR) and avoidance reaction (secondary responses). Dependence between SR and OR parameters was established. Data suggest an important role of SR in the development of secondary motor responses to unexpected stimuli.